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Wrightstown Township Historical Commission 
Minutes 

3 September 2026 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Betty Davis called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

Present Members and Guests:  Members—Betty Davis, Jane DelBianco (departed 2:00), Karl 
Niederer, and Mary Lee Johnson.  Guests—Bob Hurford, resident; Lisa Fee, Commission 
WHISP volunteer; David Dutko, Township volunteer IT consultant; and Jane Magne, Township 
Supervisor. 

Agenda:  Additions and Changes — None. 

Approval of Minutes:  6 August 2026 meeting minutes approved without change.  Chair Betty 
Davis requested that Karl print out for the Commission’s minutes binder a full set of approved 
minutes since he became secretary in November 2024. 

Treasurer's Report: Jane DelBianco submitted a written report (see Attachment A), noting the 
deposit in July of $308 in Open House donations.  Mary Lee submitted for reimbursement an 
invoice for Octagonal School supplies totaling $22.23.  On motion, seconded, the Commission 
approved the reimbursement. 

Old Business: 

1. Exhibit in Township Building — Mary Lee has completed research on four (4) 
properties in the exhibit, and is ready to move into production.  Jane DelBianco and 
Bob Hurford will assist with obtaining current photos of structures on the featured 
properties to supplement existing 1970s and 1980s file photos.  Karl can arrange for 
affordable scanning of the original manuscript deeds at the Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
so that high-quality facsimiles can be displayed instead of originals.  If desired, he will 
also produce a companion informational brochure for the exhibition. 

2. Octagonal School— 
a. Open House feature programs for 2026 — Outcomes and planning updates: 

• 16 August, no feature program this month. 
• In Word and Deed, 20 September, Bucks County deed books display and program 

— Karl reported all arrangements are set for the event.  Jane Magne asked that the 
event schedule including the official visit and remarks of Robin Robinson, County 
Recorder of Deeds, and copies of related documents and brochures be provided to 
all Township Supervisor before 14 September.  Event staffing:  Karl on duty 1:00-
5:00; Betty, 1:00-5:00; Mary Lee uncertain.  Jane DelBianco away.  Bob Hurford and 
Lisa Fee will assist with registration.  Karl will contact Linda Grubb to help. 

• Tunes of the Times, 18 October, 19th Century music program — Karl reported all 
arrangements are on schedule.  The Commission discussed whether a tent is 
needed for the event.  The 15’x15’ rented tent for the featured art program in June 
cost $376.  Also considered was the possibility of purchasing a tent for use as 
needed; prices range from $1,000 to $4,000 depending on frame and fabric.  
Consensus was that no tent is needed for this event. 

b. Parking solution — Township Manager Stacy Crandell reports that Twining 
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Construction has begun site preparation for the parking lot and drive; it should be 
finished in time for the 20 September Open House. 

c. Tree branch removal — Stacy Crandell reported that branch removal on trees near 
Octagonal School will begin next week.  A hornet’s nest required removal first. 

3. Commission Report to Township Supervisors —  
a. Beverly Wilson tribute, 17 August.  Karl presented a public tribute recognizing 

Beverly’s long and faithful service at the Township Supervisors meeting. 
b. No Commission report needed in September. 

4. Wrightstown Historical Information Scanning Project — WHISP volunteer Lisa Fee 
reported 40 percent completion of the tax parcel historic site inventory.  Mary Lee will 
contact Lisa for scans of photos from the properties to be featured in the new exhibit. 

5. Commission members —  
a. Status of new appointments — Jane Magne reported having contacted three 

potential candidates. 
b. Ordinance to increase Commission — Jane Magne reported that the Supervisors plan 

to increase the Commission to a maximum of seven (7) members in 2027. 
6. Budget request for 2027 — Octagonal School sign replacement — Jane Magne requested 

a rough estimate of the cost of design, fabrication, and installation of a new sign for 2027 
budgeting purposes. 

7. Website concept development prospect — No report. 

New Business: 

1. Proposal to replace Octagonal School alarm and access system — David Dutko 
presented a proposal from Citadel Security for replacing the current alarm and access 
system in the Octagonal School (see Attachment B).  Township Public Works Supervisor 
Dave James supports the replacement for easier operation and long-term reduction in 
costs after initial installation.  All users of the system must have smartphones with the 
system app.  Jane Magne indicated that the cost of the system would be borne by the 
Township’s budget.  On motion, seconded, the Commission voted to support the 
proposed replacement. 

2. Subscriptions to online historical research resources — Mary Lee would like the 
Commission to consider obtaining organization subscriptions to online research 
databases and resources for historical research in support of our mission, such as the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  Mary Lee will investigate availability and costs and 
report at a later date. 

3. Acknowledgement of donated books — Betty Davis reported she had sent a letter 
thanking Bob Hurford for his recent donation of six (6) classic publications on 
penmanship (see Attachment C). 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, 1 October 2026 

Adjournment:  2:50 p.m. 
 
 

        —Karl J. Niederer, Secretary 
 



Wrightstown Twp. Historical Comm -Treasurer's Report
September 3„ 2026

Supply Account Balance:

New Balance:

Savings account:
Current Balance:
Deposit:
Interest

Ending balance:

$550.65

$550.65

$11,585. .28
308.00

.99

$11,894.27

ATTACHMENT A, Historical Commission Minutes, 3 September 2026



Wrights Octagonal School House 
Attn: David James 
2091 2nd Street Pike 
Wrightstown, PA 18940 

Dear David, 

August 3, 2026 

Enclosed is a _proposal to upgrade the alarm system at the Octagonal School 
House. 

Adding the cellular communicator will enable you to cancel your ·Iandline phone 
perhaps saving you around $40 per month on your telephone bill. 

Adding total connect interactive services, also known as the "cell phone app" 
enables individuals of your choosing to arm and disarm the alarm system from their 
personal cell phones. It costs $10 per month for everyone. 

Also, with the new control panel, it could arm itself at a particular hour of your 
choosing as 7PM. If someone forgets to arm the system, it automatically arms itself at 
7PM. 

I'm sure you will have some questions, so please give me a call at your 
convenience to discuss it further. 

Sincerely, 

�/4�� 
Eugene P. Zalewski 

ATTACHMENT B, Historical Commission Minutes, 3 September 2026
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30 August 2026 

Mr. Robert Hurford 
201 Pineville Road 
Wrightstown, PA 18940 

Dear Bob, 

The Historical Commission gratefully acknowledges your donation of several classic 
publications on penmanship, including copy books, instruction books for teachers, and a 
student’s textbook of fonts for signs and posters: 

• Potter and Hammond’s Standard System of Penmanship
• How to Teach Writing: A Manual for Teachers, Laurel Book Company
• Spencerian System of Penmanship, P. R. Spencer, American Book Company
• Lessons in Ornamental Penmanship, by C. P. Zaner
• The Palmer Method of Business Writing, A. N. Palmer
• Speedball Text Book, by Ross F. George

These publications will serve as fine references and display items in the Octagonal School 
to explain to Open House visitors the nearly vanished skill and craft of penmanship.  The 
popular success of your demonstration of penmanship and calligraphy at Pen & Ink, the 
Commission’s July 2026 Open House, shows that the public is quite interested in learning how 
Americans once stressed the importance of having clear, consistently legible handwriting and 
penmanship. 

Your continued support of the work and program of the Historical Commission helps us 
immensely, and benefits the public who value the rich history of our community. 

With every good wish for your continued success and enjoyment as a historian and 
resident in our community, we are 

Yours, in sincere gratitude 

Wrightstown Township 
Historical Commission 
Betty Davis, Chair 
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