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Meagan McKeon

From: Neshaminy Watershed Association <neshaminywatershed@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2023 12:24 PM
To: Mary Stover
Subject: NWA Fall Newsletter
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Newsletter - Fall 2023 
Ш

ШШ

Dear Community Member, 
 
Greetings! We hope you're doing well and are ready to dive into 
some intriguing insights about native plants and trees in our 
region through this  newsletter. 
 
In this edition, we're going to delve into why native flora is of 
paramount importance to the ecosystems of Pennsylvania and 
Bucks County. We always use native plants in our restoration 
projects. We hope this newsletter will give you some insights 
into why we do this. 
 
Pennsylvania boasts a rich diversity of native plants, ranging 
from majestic trees to vibrant wildflowers and tenacious ferns. 
These native plants have evolved over millennia to thrive in the 
unique climate and environment of our state. They play a 
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critical role in fostering biodiversity by providing sustenance 
and habitat for a wide array of wildlife, including birds, 
butterflies, pollinators, and mammals. 
 
Native plants are those that have naturally existed in a 
particular region for eons. They have finely tuned themselves to 
the local climate, soil conditions, and other environmental 
factors. The significance of native plants lies in their 
contribution to the ecosystem ï they offer nourishment and 
shelter to wildlife, assist in water filtration, erosion prevention, 
and even contribute to air quality regulation. 
 
On the flip side, we have invasive plants, which are non-native 
species that have invaded new areas and spread aggressively. 
These interlopers can outcompete native plants for resources 
such as sunlight, water, and nutrients. Moreover, they can 
disrupt entire ecosystems by altering plant communities and 
food webs, ultimately affecting biodiversity, the economy, and 
even human health. 
 
The advantages of native plants to Pennsylvania's ecosystem 
are numerous: 
 
1. Pollinators: Native plants serve as a lifeline for pollinators like 
bees, butterflies, and moths, which are pivotal for the 
reproduction of various plants, including essential food crops. 
 
2. Wildlife: Native plants act as the cornerstones of wildlife 
habitats, offering sustenance and refuge to a wide spectrum of 
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creatures, from birds and mammals to reptiles. They're 
especially crucial for endangered and threatened species. 
 
3. Water Quality: Native plants are natural water filters, playing 
a vital role in preserving water quality and minimizing pollution. 
 
4. Air Quality: Native plants help in absorbing carbon dioxide 
and releasing oxygen, thus enhancing air quality and mitigating 
the impacts of climate change. 
 
5. Soil Health: Native plants improve soil health by enriching it 
with organic matter and preventing erosion, thereby promoting 
robust plant growth and reducing the need for artificial fertilizers 
and pesticides. 
 
The significance of native plants extends beyond ecology to 
encompass Pennsylvania's economy and overall quality of life. 
They support recreation and tourism, provide essential food 
sources and medicinal resources, and create employment 
opportunities in agriculture and forestry. Furthermore, native 
plants help reduce the financial burden associated with 
stormwater management and contribute to public health 
improvements. 
 
By embracing native plant cultivation in our yards, gardens, and 
communities, we become stewards of Pennsylvania's 
biodiversity, champions of environmental improvement, and 
contributors to a thriving economy. 
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Some notable native plants are shown (clockwise) below. 
   

Beebalm 
Black-eyed susans 
Redbud 
Swamp milkweed 

Ш

Ш Ш

On the other hand, invasive plants such as japanese knotweed, 
multiflora rose, purple loosestrife and garlic mustard pose 
significant ecological challenges and should be removed from 
the ecosystem if possible. 
 
To sum it up, native plants are the backbone of Pennsylvania's 
well-being. They play a pivotal role in supporting wildlife, 
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maintaining water and air quality, and fortifying soil health. They 
also make significant contributions to the state's economy and 
our overall quality of life. By cultivating native plants, we can all 
play a part in creating a healthier and more sustainable future 
for Pennsylvania. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about using native plants 
on your property, check out the Home Grown National Park 
project. 
 
We extend our gratitude for your continued support of the 
Neshaminy Watershed Association, and we invite you to join 
our community by signing up for upcoming planting events 
planned for this fall. 
 
Check out our new Volunteer Opportunity Calendar to learn 
about upcoming activities we have planned. 
 
Check out our new Restoration Sites Nearby app to learn about 
sites near you. 
 
Wishing you an inspired journey, 
Neshaminy Watershed Association 

Ш

Ш

Ш

Join our community email list if you have not already  
Ш

Ш ШШ
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Copyright É 2023 Neshaminy Watershed Association, All rights reserved.  

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Neshaminy Watershed Association  

116 Circle Dr 

Chalfont, PA 18914-2021 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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